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Guideline for Improving the Knowledge Management of Local

Wisdom and the Local Scholars in Phetchabun Province

Peerawat Sukkaseml, Thanee Sukkasem”
! Branch Industrial Technology under the Faculty of Agricultural and Industrial Technology,
Email: new_creed@hotmail.com
? Branch Political Science under the Faculty of Humanities and Social Scie;'nce,
Email: sukkasemn.thanee@email.com

Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the management of local
wisdom of the local scholars in Phetchabun province 2) to identify problems of the
local wisdom management, and 3) to propose the ways to improve the local wisdom
management in Phetchabun Province.

This study made use of the gualitative research methodology and data were
collected from in-depth interviews with 10 local scholars regarded as key informants.
The result of the study revealed that

1) The body of knowledge of local scholars’ wisdom within the area of
Phetchabun could be categorized into five fields, including; First, industry and
handicraft, which was vet ever grass and sedge basketry and wearing; Second, Thai
traditional medicines, namely midwife, bone treatment, traditional massage and herbal
decoctions; Third, literature; historical and local culture; Fourth, arts such as painting
murals and; Fifth, philosophy, religion and tradition, such as religious rites and the
oracle. 2) The process of local wisdom management included four steps; First, creation
or acquisition: most of the local wisdom was obtained from the ancestors or experts
through experiments; second, storage: most of the body of knowledge on local
wisdom was stored in memory or as working experiences whereas some was written in
personal notebooks or books. Most of the local wisdom were kept confidentially; Third,
dissemnination and transfer: local wisdom was disseminated among family members as
well as associates, and exchanged among group members; and; Fourth, utilization of body
of knowledge: the local wisdom were used and applied appropriately. 3) the
involvement of Phetchabun Province Administrative Organization (PPAQ) in managing
local wisdom of the local scholars was in low level. Mostly, the PPAO just allocated
fund to conserve local wisdoms and promote the organization of cultural, traditional
activities, and award presenting to those with local wisdoms. 4) Regarding problems
with body of knowledge management on local wisdoms, it was found that the creation
or acquisition of local wisdoms was within a limited group. Most of the local wisdom

o
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were embedded within the local scholars themselves and they were mrely
documented. The local wisdomn were also disseminated and transferred to a limited
group of people. Another important problem of local wisdom was that due to modemn

knowledge, most people did not trust the local wisdoms and the local wisdoms were
abandoned.

Keywords : Knowledge Management, Local Wisdom, Local Scholar, Phetchabun
Province
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