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Characteristics of opium in the Hmong in Phetchabun province.
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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to exploring opium use in Hmong way of life. Ethnographic
approach was used to study Hmong in Petchaboon province during June-November 2014. 21
opium users from traditional treatment centre and 9 community leaders were the key
informants.  Participant observation and in-depth interview were the primary data collection.
Data triangulation was used as well as inductive analysis.

Opium was the essential part of Hmong way of life. Opium could be seen in Hmong
various rituals (funeral, sacred), traditions (wedding, hosting, rewarding), norms (assets, socialised),
and importantly medicine. Age of opium user were 36-78 years old experienced in using opium

7-47 years. Opium was introduced by family members and neighbours to treat their illness
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(headache, stomachache, pain, dysentery, diarrhoea, cough). The methods of opium use were
smoking, drinking, coating, and anal insertion. Hmong shaman used opium in every rituals coving
Hmong way of life from birth to death. Opium was used in everyday life both before and after
working in the fields. Among users, opium cost 600-700 baht a week at present. Opium stigma,
legal enforcement, and ageing affected number of users to quit using opium. However, opium
was still accessible outside their community. Although opium users were treated for opium

cessation, it was potentially to reuse since opium was situated in Hmong way of life
Keywords : Hmong 1, Opium 2, Characteristics of opium 3
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