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translated texts for their learning. Our results showed that apptying STR and CAT
technologies was a usefut approach; translated texts hetped improve leaming performance
of the experimental group 2 students compared to the control condition significantty. More
specificatly, translated texts were beneficial both for low and high ability students rn the
experimentat group 2, so that their scores of the tests were much better compared to those
of students in the controt condition. When students got used to translated texts and found
their strength and limitations, they better utiiized these tetis for their tearning. This is why
teaming progress of students was increasing from Lecture 1 to Lecture 2. Our resutts atso
showed that tow abitity students benefrt from transtated texts the most their Language
ability was lower than that of high abitity students before the experiment but after i!
leaming performance had no significant difference. Finalty, most ofthe students in the
experimentaI group 2 perceived translated texts as usefutfor their leaming and they
iatended to use them in the future for learning.

(aEL 18)
The Awareness of Corr€d English Pronunciations of Busin6s Engtish Major Students at
Phetchabun Rajabhat University
Jeerapan Phomprasett (Depaftment of Eusiness Englbh, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Science, Phetchabun Rajabhat University, Phetchabun fhailand)

Abstlact Correct English pronunciation is an essentiaL key to ensure successful
communication between speakers (Ettit 1997). When teaming to pronounce it rs atso
important to take into account the effed the learners native language wiL[ have on the
speakers abitity to pronounce certain sounds within the second language. According to
Kenworthy (1987) onLy "one ortwo features are enough to suggest a particutar tanguage
showing through their (the speakers) spoken Engtish". This mispronunciation no matter how
smatLit may be can be enough to cause confusion and mrsunderstanding in a conversation
to occur ln Thailand the current levetof correct pronunciation and language proficiency is
very [ow. As a result, there has been many tost business opportunities for Thailand and Thai
peopte. Atso when a Thai person reatizes that they are pronouncing a word inconectty they
lose the confidence to speak with foreigners because 'they might make a mistake'. This
ditemma rs confounded further when speaking to peopte who have never studLed a toreign
or second language before, as thqy are easily initated if they cannot quickLy undeEtand
whatthenon-nativespeakeristryingtoconvey(Garriguet1999).Theresuttsshowedthat
2nd year students had the most correct Engtish pronunciation when compared to the 1st
year and 3rd year students. All students however had a rnajor English pronunciation probtem
when it came to frnat sounds wilh /z/ a d /d/ as the students were not aware of the
phonoLogicaL ru tes in English when they completed the Detect Me Engtish words test.
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/rsrract Corre.t EDglish pronunciation is an essentid k€)
to ensure successful commu icrtioD betweD sperfte.s ([llis,
1997). Whe! le.miDg to p.onoutrce it is dso inportant to take
into account the effect the lesmers ndive langusge will hare on
the speake.s ability to pronounce ce.tai. sounds withitr th.
econd l suese. According to Kenronhy (19E7) only "oDe or
two features are enough to suggest a prrticuh. language showing
through th€it (the speek.rs) spoken Enslih". This
misprotruaciltion no mrtler hor rnall il m{y be c.n b..noogh
to causa confusion md misund€.stnnding in a conyeNAtion to
occur. In Thnibnd the current levelofcorrecl pronuncirtion md
Ilngurge profici.rcy is very low- As r result, lhere h$ ben
nlny lost business opportunities for Thsiland ed Thri people.
Aho shen a Thai person realir€s rhar the) rre pronouncing a
word incorrectly theyloseth€ confid€nce to sperk with foreigne.s
because "they might m.ke r mhtake". This dilemna h
.onfounded ftrrther when sperking to people who hnve never
sludi€d a foreig or *cond lmguage before, as they &e ealily
i.rilrted if they crnnot qui.kly undrrstrnd what the non-rative
speake. is trying to convey (Grrrigues, 199).

The resulls showed that 2'd year students hid th. most
co.rect English pronurrirtion rvhen comprred tothe 1{ year and
3"0 year studens. All sludents however had a ntrjor Enslilh
pronuncirtion problem when it came to finil sounds Fith /z/ Dd
/d/ ,s lhe st dents rere not aware of lhe phorologicrl rules in
English wbetr theycompleted the Dete(t Me f,nglish words test.

K4e6h-English pontn.ionohi Ehglirh awa.nest; Englkh
Cdr.ctiM Softuate; phMct.s ledning

I INTRoDUo rcN

The ability of many Ihai ESL students to use English for
commu0ication is still not at a level to be considered
proficient Th;s is evideni, as a nrajority of Thai ESL snrdeirts
do not have th€ abilily to communicate in EngUsh wirh natire
speakers well According to the Omce of the Education
Council only l0% of Tnai p€ople are able 10 speak English
proficient'y. Out ofthe fbur main skills fluency in speaking is
one ofthe most difrculr skills for students to develop When
leaming English there are many ressons that studenl may
confused or lose motivation to continue until they can become
adept in English speaking Th€ whole gist of a conversation
can be lost due simply to incorrect pronunciation of key

wotds llencefofh if studenls do nol know how io pronounce
English sounds properly this inevitably results in the lack of
intelligible conversation If Thai studenis continue ro be
unaware of corect pronunciation methods and lechniqu€s.
English fluency is not likely to improve; howev€r it could
resull in a regression in Thai students ablli! to reach English
fluency

The study uses a sample group of students studvinS i.
Business English €rom Phetchabun Rajabhat University and
investigates. the students' pronuncialion of 20 key words
through the "Detect Me English" application The sarnple
group included a btal of 60 sludenls. Students were lold to
read each word once in order 1(] deduce the stLrdenl's
awareness of phonological. Percenlages were then made fron
summaries of the scores students achieved lor each word.

The hypolhesis molivating rhe study is that the hnguage
tsansfer fro'n the studenCs native language (Ll - Thai) to the
s€condary languag€ (L2 - English). may be a contributing
factor to the difficulti€s €xpressed in pronuncialion The main
focus of this research being the important English siop
consonanrs which when pronounced inco.reclly created an
overall dilljcultly in correci and fluert English pronunciation
The resulls olthe srudy found rhal 2'd year students, who had
been sludyins an Euslish for phonetics course. had better
pronunciarion than the l' and J'd )ear rrudenre lhe facr lhal
rhe 2'd lear srudenr\ had a greflrr a$arene.. uf conecr
Enslish pronunciation is most I'li€ly linked to the recent
exposure to phonetics in their universiqr' cuniculum

II LIF:RA]rJ!t- RFvlFw

A. Illngnge h aniLt
When leaming a second language (L2) lhe learner's native

language (Ll) impacls the leamers' ability ro pronounce the
different sounds rec€ssary in L2 Languaee Trarsfer has b€€n
rccognized as 'a major facior in second language acquisition"
(EUis, 1990) The influence the leamer's Ll has on the way
they articulate and pronounce diff€rent words in L2 very
appareni. This can be fully recognized when looHng into the
origins of diflerent people who are speaking in L2, more olien
than not th€ way they speak will reveal th€ odsin ofthe L1 to



a trained or even urtrained ear According to Brown (2000),
one of tbe factors that cause dilljculties in insuring clear
pronunciation ;s the difference belween the phonology of their
Ll and that o€1he second L2 ln this research this penains to
the diFerenc€ belween the phooology of the Thai language
when compared to Eng'ish One aspect ol the English
lantsuage Ihar rs dilficulr lor man) ESL studenrs i' Io ma'rer rs

the pronunciation offinal sounds for exarnple "- ed" and'r s"
Brown proposes fiat within Language lransfer th€re is six
faclors thar may hinder or facilitate leamer's pronunciation of
L2 which are Ll, age, exposure to L2, innate phonetic
ability, idendty and language ego for Ll, rnolivation, and
finally the concem for good pronunciation ability ft is also
believed that behaviorism is a und€.lying reason why leamers

lend to transf€r their old habits from Ll ;nlo the new habits in
then L2 @llis, 1987) Teachers and learners of L2 need to
become awa.re of t|ese factors and take them inlo :ccount

According to Ellis (1987) there are three essential
charaderistics of interlanguage Tbis ,eam€rt language is
'penneabie' The rules in inlerlanguage are not fixed.' It
€onstanlly changes as leamers usually revise their individual
rules to accommodate with those of the larget language. The

language is also considered to be 'dynamic Fina'ly,
;nterlanguage is 'systematic.' Leamers produce the language
in ways lhat are predictable because they base their
performances on th€ interlanguage rules they create. So $e
characters tbal the leamert language depends on are rules that
th€ leamers create. Some oftheir interlanguage may be over-
generalized and used in an inappropriate pronunciation, while
others may be under-generaliz€d and do nol appear when th€y

are required ln thi' study. rhe folio$ing pronunciaLions are
gathered from lhe subjecas', as a speaking task dala of
students comprised in interlanguage

(:. The anarcnesi olcorrect btglish prcnunciation

Awareness of correct English pronunciation is extremely
inportant for leamers of L2 According to Dajmyei (2001)
Learners need to have an awareness of phonological rules in
tle language they are studying Domyei st{tes, "This will belp
them achieve succesr;n their second language pronuncialion
k is impo.tant that learnen become aware of the similarities
and differences between the two langlages. If they do not
leamers run the risk of making lhe habils formed w}en
speaking in fte Ll merg€ in with L2. According to Ellis th€
similarities in Ll pronunciation would facilitate the lea.ning
ofL2 Adversely, lhe differences between Ll and L2 can in
tum inl€rlere with L2 acquisit;on According to Ellis L2
l€amers will .ely on rhe knowl€dg€ of Ll and their prior
experience in the language to deal with problems they face
whe. leaming L2 Unforlunately ahis means that Ll transfer
be,romes inevitable in L2 l€aming (Ellis, 198?). how€ver. it
students can become aware of the correca way to pronounc€

words tle eflect will be less noticeable and leamers ofL2 will
be mor€ apt to converse fluently

According to Selink€r (1972). Fossilization is a

characteristic of interlanguage It aJfects the ability of fie

'€amerto 
achieve conect English Pronunciation Fossilization

is defined as the relatively permanent in€orpontion of
inconec. linguisric forms and taking it inlo the L2.
Fossilization will cause L2 leamers to stop sho.t oftargel-Like
comp€tence for some linguistic domain (eg pronunciat'on)
So, ;fthe Ll does not have a sound found in L2 ir is ditlicult
for the speaker to pronounce because ol leamt practices that
have become apart of the way the sp€aker €ommunicates It
has become apparent that specific Language structures a.e
especially difficult for L2 leamers to acquire. €ven when there
is considerable input

t). Inghsh liMl cnsonant rs. thai lMl conso ant rtste,,.
Upon analysis of the Engl'sh and Tha; Langlage there is

considerable difference when it comes to the final consonanr
systems ln English tlere is a tc,tal of twenly- two final
conso.anist six stop consona.ls, two affricate consonanls,
three nasal consonants. eighl lricalive consonants, and thre€
approximant consonants (Gmson. 1962) The Thai language
on ihe other hand. has only nine final consonants; four stop

consonants, three nasal and two approximant consonants

CNahasakul. 1998). These final consonants are sholvn

conespondingly in Table 1.

TFAT.TNA!.o\so\A\rs!sF\

In addition to there being significant diff€rences in the
amount of linal consonani sounds there is also major
dilTerenc€s between lhe 6nal consonants in lh€ way they are
pronounced. Unlike lnglish. Thai final consooants are often
dropped or not released even though the mouib is posiiioned
to make the sound. Because ol this difTerence- it can b€

expected lhat Thai sludents will most likely make mistakes

lnc.tirc t



when lhey try 1o pronounce English final sounds See ih€
following infornation 10 understand more tully uhal Thai
sludents musl overcome in order to cor.ecllt pronounce

E glish Final Colrsonants
t) Ihe pronnciatnn ol !r 'S' is a sibilant sound (a sound

that produced by forcing air oul loward your te€lh c.€adng a

hissing sound. a buzzing sound or the shhhhh sound) and is a
major issue whcn it com€s to Thai students awa.eness of
conect p.onunciatio. The -s consonants which ihll into the
voiced category will hav€ the final sound thai is pronounced

like a /z/ without creatinS another syllable For example, crabs
/ krebz/, nrgs / r^sz /, fans / larnz / The voiceless
consonanrs ol s will have a final sound pronounced like /s /
forexample. cups/ k^pv. hats/hels/. cooks/kuks/ Finally
when lhe lasl consonant sound before th€ s at thc end ofthe
word is also a sibilanl sound then rhe -s will be pronounced as

a sepamte sr-llable wilh an /rz / sound The /Iz / will be an

extra syllable added lo the end ofthe word such as bui, bus
,'b^t and buse$rb^szl / For €xampie. nces/rersr/. pauses

lp.ztzl fixes /ttkstzl pnzes lptaetzl
)) lhe prcnunciation of ed: The nabrre of Enslish

pronuncialion for lhe vdced consonants of €d is that the
linal sounds will be pro.ounced like a /d/ without crealing
anoth€r syllable For example. played /plerd/, closed Alouzd/.
opened /oupend/ The voiceless consonants of ed. on the
other hand, will have final sounds that are pronounced like a

/t/ For examplc. talked /bk/, kissed &rst. parked /po*t/,
helped /h€lp1/. Finally, wh€n the last lener ot th€ word is
spelled with d or t then the -ed will be pronounced as a

separate syllable with an /rd / sound For example. wanted/
wrntrd/. waited /wertrdl. needed /nidrd/. folded /forldrd/

I:. Pfti'xrts stulies on Lngli\h pronunciation b' 7h.1istud./tts

Kanoksilapalhem (1992). has studied $e pronunciation of
Thai unilersily students in the area of pronouncing four
syllable English words among four rypes from pans ofspeech
]vhich she chose nouns, ve$s, adjectrve and adveft for ihe

ords tested Kanoksilapathem found ou1 that verbs Bere
found ro be ihe least well pronounced, whereas the nouns with
ity ending were most coftectly pronounced. These findings

dcmonslrated Thai's incorrect placement of word stress
wh€.e words were s pposed to be stressed al the first syllable
the Thai Ieamers were slressing the final svllables This sludy
emphasizes the lack of awareness of the differences between
rle Thai and English language especiaUy in regards to the
;nportance ofcorrect pronunciation ofthe final sound Aflapol
Kharnkhien (2010), looked into the possible facto.s alTecting
Thai leame.s pronunciat;on compelence Khamkhien found
thar gender was identiffed to be the most significarl factor
coniributing to participants test scores Khamkhien findings
al;gn with the findings in this res€arch as l'emales also had

slightly better test resuhs
In another shrdy conducted by Yalun Zhou (2013). which

looked imo the transfer of phonological awareness from Thai
to English among grade three students ;n Thailand. it was
found that a leameis phonological awareness in Li grearly

impacted their ability ;n achieving phonological awareness of

L2 Zhou's findings contradict this study in thal they seen to
suggest awareness of correcr pronunciadon in Llaided the
student's ability lo read conectly in L2. The age diffe.ence ol
the sample g.oups should be taken into consideration and
further investigation should be conducred to determine when
fossilization of linguistic forns begins to allecl a leam€rs
abilily lo pronounce in L2 Until this is investigated Zhou's
find;ngs cannot be said lo petain to un;versity-aged students

Ill MFTHoD(n rxlY

A. Obj"d^Es tthe stuiy

Given the imporl3.nce correct pronunciation has in
successful communicadon this research studies three ma;t
objectives wcre: (l) 1I) study the awa'eness snrdents sndyinS
Business Enelish at Phelchabun Rajabhat Universiq had in
regard lo correcl Englisb pronuncialion (2) to exanine the
{udenls Lnouledge $irh regdrd Io fiidl 'ound p'onunciarion'
though using the Delect Me English application; and (3) to
detem nc possible lactors afTecling ih€ ESL students'
pronunciation competence

The samples used were stud€nts lrom the Business English
major at Phetchabun Rajabhar tlniversity, Phetchabun.
Thailand (N.6r) There were several reasons why thes€

samples were chosen for this study Such as they we.e all from
the same major with prior knowledge of the English language
ben€e lhey understood the basic English rul€s of past tense

and plural lerms also all the students nrother tongue is lhai
Wiib rhis in nind it is possible that the sludelris. because of
p.ior and ongoing English studt had varying levels of English
abil;ty Some of the sludents had also been studyi'g with a

native English speaker prior 10 resting This be;ng lbe case it
was essential that the l"', 2"d and 3d year students were
randomly selected to participale io this study. lhis in tum
reduced 1be likelihood ofbias in he results

The instruftents used for this stDdy werei (1) Th€ English
vo;ce detection software of the "Detecl Me English'
applicalion (Android system) The applicalion was created to
help correct the pronunciation of students liom Khao Koh.
Pbetchabun, ;n Thailand in pre ous res€arch. the application
was successful in aiding students to achieve corfelt English
pronunciation Due to its success, the applicatjon was taken
and modified so it could be us€d as a tool for this study The
"Delecl Me English" appUcation uses a processor devcloped
by Google to eliminate the possibili! ofhuman enor In order
for the application to be operadonal the android device needed

1o have connection ihe Inremet at all tines during the testing
(2) the 20 key lvords which were writt€n into the prcgran To
selecl the words used for lesting the students awareness of
correct English pronunciatiors, it was important io narrow
down th€ field matt€r lt rvas d€cided that this study would
locus on the misprcrunciation of final stop consonants (see



I lhc apthalror
r.or lvle lanlhsl' or u

hg I lh. ljrl.cr Me l:n!h\h'

Irrucuuon n,ftrt.n vrirare

Intrdduction pan C ) A list of l0 words was compiled rvhich The fbllowing number keys correspond wilh figure:l
required the pronuncialion of the leller'S aithe end ofthe (t)nticrophone bunon; ihis builon is used when rhe user is

'rrd According to Kenwonhy (1987). $ere r\ a roral of I ready ro speat inro the device and alt€mpt to colTecrly
wavs 1() p.on6uncc s'al1hccldofanEnslish$ord.Forthr' pronuncen sord (2)lhe Subject wo.d Thjs is rhcre one of,rud\ qod' sere choren Lhdr ,upponed Kenrqonh! \
rrde'nandinq,ol tlere ] d!r]rni{ nronuncrarion,. / . iz and rhe tq uu'dc l|e u'er need' lo pronunce r\ dr'p a\cd on

,s, lh; i.d.d iiij;$ iididl'iii'i ?'e'r. churches /S3d,z/. screen (l)Resolt box rhis is s'here. upon corecr
plates /plerts/, classes n(lasr/, sleeps /slips/, watches /wo0/. pronunclaion. the key word will asb up If inconecr
attends /. ltndz/, tapes herps/. books / buks/ and wives pronunciaiion occurs the display remains blank (4)lncorect
/waNz/ The other lisl of I 0 lvords were compiled to ta rset I he pronuncarr on result box U pon the user making an inco..ect
JilTerinc $a). $o,J' (nJ,nB,n l-D ae prunouncco in 4e' 'trldnuhflnr,rn Lrre ,oorr*:irc hln nhb$e, $fi: u,cr, an.mnr
fngli,h Larguagc d' id and L/ lnrh,,rrdl rhe$ordsu.dd.,,J vc,,.. .'.. .L eJIh.Ji.. . .'
""i" ""'"a $r1rd needcd n,d,J hc'ned hrlrr .looked 4nq'dl:prd\ phonerrcarr\ bhd 

l.l'en $sfl hrds p 'rur'ed rhu'

ldkL td,sh(rt len.(art(J Lrt.t rncr rrarJ rirul ralrro u.eo all^urag rhe u.c, ru d,.un9ah $here rhet ha\e incorecrl\

/juzd/ and cleaned,&lindi

I) Anqlwi.\ a d 1)!\ig
The English correction soflware for teaching correcr

pronunciadon is designed for an android s,vslem thus ii can be
opened in al and'.'id 'man pl,on(,S(e llgure l)

ponounced. (5)Back Bultor Thc usc. can skip back to the

pre\ious word ({t\ext Button The user can skip to the next

The application Deteci Me EnSlish" operates with
e\temal hardware that gives the resuhs of whether or nol the
studenls were able ro pronounce $e 20 key words (see in
figu.e 2) fher€ is a menu buiton which links 10 €ach ofthe 20
kel, uords These leords were selected speciffcally for rh€
unjversily students who would use the "Delect I{e English'
applicalion

The D€t€ct Me English home page has START and

CLOSFI menus Gee figure l) The STAR] menu will link you

to the 20 key words.

Iia .1 Marnon sore.n hub lor 'l)et.l M.lrylNh'

L. Ilou diag,an ol he loliuarc prcb.ol itt puessnry tlv

The soflNare works by firstly by recievin-q the input

sound fionr the user throuef fte microphone dev;ce The

information which is .ecieved by the application is then sent to
lhe processeor io arulyse the voice pattems lhe processor

then sends a signal to the android device'd displat scrcen to
notify the user wherher they havc succelillv pronounced lbe

word or not lflhe user has prorounced the uord correclly the

correctly pronounced word *ill fiash up pink in Ihe Result bo\
as !,yel1 as corecdy spelt in the pronuncation box (see figure
5) This clearl] notifies $e use. when they have coFectly
pronounced the subjen word The screen $ill also display a

"yei message to pos;lilely reinforce the users eilons Iflhe
word is pronounced incorrectly the resuhs box will be blant
and the p.onuncation box will show phonelically ho\\ ihe user

prcnounced the wod (see figur€ 6)

{+
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IV. Rr.rsln.ls

In order 10 study the awareness students studying Bus;ness

English at Phetchabun Rajabhat Universily had in regard to
corect English pronunciation as well as their knowledge with
regard 1o final sou.d pronunciations, the individual and
overall data in the "Detect mc Enelish applicalion's extemal
hardware were processed. Overall analysis of the recorded

slatistics rev€aled that theuniversity studenls had a total rnean

score of 872 Tbe highesi score was 12. while the lowest
score was 5. and lhe SD value was 1 99 ln rhis regard, n was
found ihat Thai leamers had a difilcuhy pronouncing /$/ + /izl
and f/ + iil most, and /i/+/id/ least. Based on these results ii
is obvious thal the low mean s€ore of 8 ?2 demonstrales thal
the studen$' awareness of correct English pronunciarion is far
from satisfactory

The personal information of the students who took pan in
the invesligation was also taken into account and rccorded irl
order io then be used to delermine possible factors af€cting
the ESL s rdents pronunciation competence The personal
infonnarion data including the number and the percentage of
the samples is presenled in Table 2

rnisiakes was rerorded The results ofihe diflerent year ability
to acHeve conect p.onunciaiion are pres€nted in Table 4

TAnI I] 4'TIisT RI:sIIJ'I.s 
'IY 

] INIVIiRSITY YI.AR

As lhe table I illustmtes. the ?"'r year student samples in
this study had a higher level of corect pronunciation than the
orhers lhe re\uft, ol rhe analy:ie 'hou rhar rhe l"'\car
,ample\ hdd, mein score ol l0 l. ld year 'tudenr 'ample" hdd
a mean score of 8.7 and l"t year snrdent samples achieved the
lowest mean score at 6.9 On funher investigation it was noted
that the 2"d yea. snrdents had bee. studying EnSlish phonetics
dunng the course ofthe experime.t most likely contributing to
rheir significnndy greater awareness of the correct method of

V Drs(r Issr()N

The methodology ofthis research compris€d of two phases.

The first phase involved intewiewing special;sts and

conducting r€search to delemine 20 key words thai would be
written into the prograrn. Then the secord phase involved
testing ESL students with the program itselland analyzing the
English pronunciation of the $udents The stldy g.oup
consisted of60 Thai studenrs from the Business English major
ar Phetchabun Rajabhat Universily While there has been little
to no studies which urilized this methodology & detennine
students' knowl€dge wiih resard to English final sound
pronuncialions there was seleral sndies fou.d whi€h support
the results found in this investigation thos supporting rhe
conclusion made in regard to possible factors allecdng the
Thai students' English pronuociation compelence Ih€
research results were rccorded taking inlo ac€ount the gender

and ihe year in which the students were studving Tbe year of
study was identilied to be the most signillcant faclor
contributing ro the participants' test resulls The resulrs
shosed ihat 2^d year students had $e most correct English
p.onunciarion ft was noted thal this was mosi likely due to
rhe iacr lhar rhe! rlere srud\rng a phoncric' class dJring rl'e
course of rhe e\pe'rment qhen compared l!, rhe 1 \edr
sampl€s that had attended the Engtish Phonetics classes the
y€ar before and the I'r year students who had not yel studied
English phonetics

ovemll the students had a major English pronunciation
problem when it came to {inal sounds with /zi and /d/ The
studenls seemed nol awar€ of these phonological rules in
English while doing Detect Me Engiish words test

The study also aligned with many other studies which
proved that female students &nd 1o be more advanced in
leaming languages than males (Brown.2000i Eckert. 200i :

Pavlenko, 2001) In this study the fenale students ability at
correct pronunciation had a nean average belrer lhan the male

rest scores and tbe variables were ;ndividually recorded as

follows in A and B

A. Icst rcfln.t hy Glt er

To examine how samples'gender affecl their English
pronuncialion competence, the data eliciled tbrough the rest
was analyzed and the number of mistakes was recorded The
rcsul$ of rbe numbe. ol students who had correct
pronuncrarion b\ dender ire p?\enled in lable 1

TARI F2 PtiRs()NAt. t) t A ()tr-t It! sAMPLts

TAIJJ,I] 3: TEST RI]SI ]]-I S BY GI]N'DER

As the rable 2 illustrates, the female sampl€s in this study
had beter pronunciation than their male count€rparts The
results of the analysis indicate that females achieved a mean
score of9l, 

'here 
as the males orly achi€ved a mean score of

6.1 This finding identifies that gender had a significaft effect

R. 7e! scorcs b!, nire$it! ))eat
To e)iamin€ how the student's year of University study

afected their English pronunc;ation compelence. lhe dala
elicited thrcugh the testing was analyzed and the number of

s-D-

12 r 5.1

l2
l2

t1

sD.
l7t

L]
t2



students This indicales thatgender difference is a contributing
factor for L2 proficiency and conect pronunciation

Upon reflection olthis study. the rcsearcher would like to
expand this research th.ough the following proposal Proposal

fbrimproving and building the study,
. Improv€ the study by testing different specific.

caiegonzed groups of students Distinguish between
GPA score abiliti€s to further study and facto. in
differences belween students personal skill levels.
ftis will iunher concllrde the ell'ectiveness of the

. Record and study the progression ofthe students
betw€€n the I attempts as well as pre-testing the
students before the use of the program to factor in
and scrutinize tbe ellicacy of the program.

. To add in a cont.oleroup to help further compare the
efficacy of the p.ogram further and anaiyze its
results Thelest environmenl needs to be specifically
mainlained to insure iris rhe same for each snrdenr.
Finally, the tests should have a stnrctured time
constraints when it comes to lhe rimethe stud€nrs are
given to use the program. This will create a more fair
and non-biased tect

This program is sho ng p.omis;ng results in h€lping
instructors to see the lack of awareness of corect EngUsh

pronunciation especiallv in the area ofthe final sounds of "-
ed" and'-s" Corder conducted extensive research into the
positive €ffect of lansuage transfer howeve. in his research he

also commented that "The greater the degree oi
dilTerence/distance. the larg€r the learning task, or to pul it
another way. tbe longer the ieaming palh to be t aversed

between Ll and L2 " (Corder 1979) It is apparent in this study

that b€€ause of the effect of language transfer and the exrreme

differences between the Tlai and English language in regards

to final stop constants the students achieved poor results lt
follows thal tbe Thai sludenls;n the Business Engl;sh Maiorat
Phelchabun Rajabhat Univerciry, need to develop a greater

awareness ofrhe differences between LI and L2 in order io
achieve correct English pronuncialion Simple adjustments !o
can be made to English lessons fi^dy by informing professors

of the imponance pronuncialion awareness is when t€aching
English Curriculum s can be adjusled 10 support the consrant

reinforcemenl of the phonetic rules and students encotraged
by teachers to download the 'Detect me English' application
on rheir \man phones so Ihe\ can pmclice rher p'onuncrarion

in their own time. Finally adopaing leaming strategies thar

involve 
'istening 

1() native English speakers will aulomatically
make srudents more aqdre of corred pronunciation

VI C(]NcI,UsIoN

In conclusion this sludy showed thal o\€nll the female
studenrs had bener pronunciation than the male students This
indicates that gender diflerence is a contribuling factor tbr L2
proficiency when il conesto corect pronuncialion This result
is suppo(ed ir oth€r studies tiat show females seem to be
more proficient at leam in8 languages than males The 2'J year
samples thal had been attending Engl;sh Phonetics classes
during the cou.se of the study had a grealer grasp of th€
conecl method 10 achieve correct English proounciation and
thus had a great awareness of conect English pronunciation.
This emphasizes the importance of adjusting lhe current
practices used i. reaching EngJish to insure students become
aware of the correct pronunciation of English Expectantly,
lhis research can be even funher developed io build up Thai
students' ability in regards to conect English pronunciatlon of
English final consonants. in tum funher improving th€
students' overall pronunciadon, tfieir confidence and language
fluency
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