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Abstract
The research aims to study the accurrence of linguistic strategies to be used face threatening
acts towards university professors by using the framework of Brown and Levinson’s (1987) Politeness
Theory based on Face Threatening Acts and Chen’s (2001) Self - Politeness. The data was collected
by interviewingl6 university professors who taught the subject “Fundamentals of English Usage”. The
findings showfourgroups of linguistic strategies: speaking directly, rephrasing, speaking off topic and

avoiding face-threatening situations.
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