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The conservation and preservation
information resources is one of the main
ctions of the university Library. The preservation
univers.ity library collections in all formats,
luding books, archival materials, audio, film,

digital collections. Preservation is the core

dWe of librarianship and has been practiced in

The Conservation and Preservation of Information Resources

in Rajabhat University Libraries : A Preliminary Study
Aphaporn Wanna * and Namtip Wipawin 2

ABSTRACT
The strong local information collections in Rajabhat University libraries support the learning
process of Thai culture in teachers” education for many decades. Because the provision of cultural
ormation resources in printed and non-printed forms is still on demand, there is the need to
nsider the deterioration issues of information resources in the libraries. The conservation and
servation of information resources is also one of the main functions in Thai Rajabhat University
ibraries. Therefore, these issues can support both policies and practices. This research aims to
estigate 1) the current state of preservation and conservation of information resources, and 2) the
oblems of this practicé in Rajabhat University libraries,Thailand.lt is a qualitative study by
erviewing the administrators and staff in the preservation and conservation units in Rajabhat University
raries, Thailand. This paper is a preliminary study to understand the current state and problems
the conservation and preservation of information resources in Rajabhat University Libraries.

€ suggestions for the conservation and preservation policy and digital preservation plan of informa-

Conservation and Preservation,Information Resources,Rajabhat university

every library which concern with the collection
as a whole, including environmental conditions,
disaster and emergency planning and overall
administration. Preserva’cion includes the protec-
tion, maintenance and restoration of library and
archive information resources. The managerial and
financial considerations such as storage,accom-

modation provision, staff, policies, techniques and
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methods involved in preserving library and archives
information resources, The objective of preservation
is to ensure that information resources of any
form survive in an accessible form. The types of
preservation are preventive preservation, physical
preservation , and intellectual content preservation

Conservation focuses on the individual
volumes within the collection. A conservator will
repair, or treat, a single book and involve in its
treatment.The deterioration are the actions of
moisture, heat, light, photocopying, pollution,
relative humidity, temperature, poor handling of
information resources and biological agents such
as insects, rodents, moulds, bacteria, fungi, natural
disaster such as water, ﬁre,-earthquake, man such
as theft, poor handling and storage. Dust, light,
rain, flood and poor handling of information
resources are issues in the Conservation and
preservation of information resources in libraries
and archives.

Rajabhat university libraries have a long
history in conservation and preservation local
information. The strong local information collections
in Rajabhat University Libraries support the
learning process of Thai culture in teachers’
education for many decades. Because the provi-
sion of cultural information resources in printed
and non-printed forms is still on demand, there
is the need to consider the deterioration issues

of information resources in the libraries,

Research objectives : .

This paper aims to study the current
state of preservation and conservation of
information resources and the problems of this

practice in Rajabhat University Libraries.

Data and methods ;

Data for this study were Sather,
librarians who work in the Preseryat;
conservation units in 5 Rajabhat University :
in June-July 2015. The tool useq N data co
was an interview. The interview question
2 parts, part 1 is the current state of Presen:
and conservation of information resources |
2is the problems of preservation and consery;
of information resources. Al interviews
taking notes. The data were analysed by ¢ '
analysis.

Results
1.The current state of Conservation

preservation of information resources.

journals, manuscripts and primary documents. |
Most libraries have the book binding and repaif s

policies and the collection care guideli

collection and thesis byt the preservation poli
in book binding and repair as shown in table 1

2. Problems of conservation and pres
rvation of information resources,

The study found that the Problems of |
conservation and preservation of
resources are unclear policy, inadequate budge
and staff, inadequate equipments, climate ;
condition and lack of professional knowledge as
shown in table 2 : L



Conservation

Preservation

Rarebooks, University archives, Thesis

Local information

.| Old newspapers, Map, AV, Books, Journals,

manuscripts, primary documents

Special collection, Lanna collection,

Middle east study unit

volume

Pdlicy in local collection and thesis

The policy in book binding and repair

Program of book binding and repair

training

Non- formal training-

Include in the acquisition units

No specific budget

Archives(3) and rarebooks(1)

Primary document and manuscript(1),
AV(1)

No plan

No Plan

able 1 : The current status of preservation and conservation of information resources

Problems

Conservation

Preservation

%nfo rmation resources

Rarebooks, University
archives, Thesis, Local

information

Old newspapers, Map, AV, Books, Journals,

manuscripts, primary documents

Unclear policy

In the mission but unclear

policy.

Unclear policy

In acquisition unit but not

for special collections.

No budget

No professional staff

2 libraries have staff but no subject

specialist.

Lack of modern

equipments

Inadequate modern technology.

-Climate Condition

Dust, moisture, heat, light,
pollution, humidity,

temperature

Dust, moisture, heat, light, pollution,

humidity, temperature

ack of preservation and

Conservation knowledge

No classification standard

in special collection.

able 2 : The problems of conservation and preservation of information resources

Binding and collection care unit, individual
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Conclusion

This paper is a preliminary study of the
conservation and preservation of information
resources in Rajabhat University Libraries before
conducting in-depth interview and focus group of
Rajabhat university libraries and other university
libraries in the issues of conservation and
preservation management. The current state of
conservation of information resources are special
collections such as rarebooks, university archives,
thesis, local information while the preservation of
information resources are old newspapers, map,
AV, books, journals, manuscripts and primary
documents, Most libraries have the book binding

and repair policies and the collection care guidelines
with regular training. The budget provision has been
arranged only information resources in acquisition.
Five libraries have the conservation policy in local
collection and thesis and also the preservation
policy in book binding and repair. The problems of
conservation and preservation of information
resources are lack of professional staff and insufficient
Spaces in order to produce information resources.
Rajabhat University Libraries should pay more
attention to the deterioration issues of information
resources in the libraries.Therefore, there are the
sugsestions for the conservation and preservation of
information resources policy and the digital preservation

in the libraries for long term use and €asy access.
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