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Abstract
This study explores English reading difficulties experienced by the " year English major students
from Faculty of Education of Phetchabun Rajabhat University during the 2015 academic year. To
determine students’ English reading proficiency, 90 students were purposively selected to be tested

by a reading test. The test was comprised of three sections that measured the following reading
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skills: grammatical structure, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. In order to determine students’
reading proficiency levels, the percentage of participants who passed the test was calculated. The
findings showed that reading proficiency of the participants was low in all three areas. The majority of
the test-takers, accounting for 91%, failed to reach the minimum score reqguirement. Among the
three major areas, grammatical structure was identified the most problematic area (83%) followed by
reading comprehension (62%) and vocabulary (53%). The results indicated that the a" year English
major students at the Faculty of Education of Phetchabun Rajabhat University strugeled with all three

major areas of reading, namely, grammatical structure, vocabulary, and reading comprehension.
Keywords : English reading problems; English reading skills
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