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Social Capital, Knowledge and Cultural Heritage Management:
A Case Study of Wat Kho-sa Local Knowledge Museum, Ban Ta-chang,

Tumbon Huay-rai, Lomsak District, Phetchabun.
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Abstract

This is a qualitiative stucly using in-depth interviews and informal group conversations from
16 cases. The study found that elements of ‘social capital’ in Ban Ta-Chang which are most
important are as follows, human capital, referring to Provost Abbot Awaswat Kosa, who after hearing
that the community desired for the preservation of cultural heritage and local wisdom throush a
museum, presented these recommendations to the Ministry of Culture and was presented with
funding ta create an exhibition hall, which was named Cultural Centre in Honour of Raja Watkosa.
The human capital then refers to those who have had a part in building Watkosa Cultural Centre, by
gathering exhibits and information on culttural heritage and local wisdom, and those who made
donations of culturally relevant artifacts to the temple. The important part of sodial capital is cultural
capital, being heritage of local wisdom and community culture. The villagers of Ban Ta-Chang hold
‘Hit Sip Song Kong Sip See’ as important, also known as Twelve Month Traditions. Every month has
an event that fosters unity between the temples, the community and the schools, and these events
have been held continuously withcut interruption. Therefore, the villagers recognize and try to
conserve the value of such local traditions, and the need to continually be reviving them and

handing them down from generation to generation to prevent loss. Another type of cultural capital
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that this research found was in the collective awareness of value of local wisdom and culture that
the villagers of Ban Ta-Chang expressed visibly through the Temple Museum. The community hold a
number of cultural sites as important unifying elements, being the Mehsakdis Shrine and Ya Kaew
Buasri Shrine, which are the heart of the village and the focus of local cultural conservation.

The part which the Provost and teachers from the community have played in gathering
cultural information that has already caused a substantial increase. The community will see the
value of their existing capital and feel cherished. | do not want to lose Wisdom and knowledge about
the local culture. Most of the knowledge is acquired from the elderly within the community which
can then be disseminated to cultivate a generation, passing on knowledge from their grandparent’s
time to the present, including images from everyday life. This includes artifacts of tools used in
everyday life from the past, such as basketry, or knowledge about the cultural traditions of the
community, including the twelve months traditions. This information is collected and presented in
celebration of the Royal Cultural Center Wat Kho-sa for detailed study to prevent gradual loss with
the passing of generations. The introduction of social capital, it is used in the management of
intellectual and cultural heritage. The leader is You Provost abbot Jose Challenge Which is
responsible for the coordination and cooperation between those involved In the school community,
including residents in efforts to deal with the intellectual and cultural heritage of the communities
where they are located to the concrete. Which began to organize objects that were donated to the
temple Jose Education. Then there are cultural traditions and knowledge management. "Heet sipsong
Kong Sipsee,". The knowledge of the community by the Board, which consists of data collection.
Teachers from schools in communities with other scholars. By collecting information from objects
such as signs, etc. The legendary story of the wise elders who have local knowledge of these. Then
be synthesized as an important database for use in the concrete expression in the form of an

exhibition in celebration of the Royal Cultural Center, Wat Khe-sa today.
Keywords : Sccial Capital, Cultural Herritage Management, Local Museam
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