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Imagined War and The Nation Building in
Historical Thai-Burmese War Film
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Abstract

This article is a qualitative research. The research fieldwork is a narrative structure of
Thai-Burmese historical war films. Research methodology is poststructuralism, applying Michel
Foucault’s concept - a discursive practice — to analyze a narrative structure of Thai-Burmese
historical war films. The result of the research suggest that: the founding of Thai-Burmese conflict
as a ‘imagined war’, based on a discourse of historical truth for the sake of Thai nation-building,
via a narrative structure of Thai-Burmese historical war films will effect on an ethnic prejudice
and ethnic conflict, which are a pattern of a cultural violence.

Keywords: Imagined community, Cultural violence, Discursive practice.
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