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Nationalist Ideology Affecting the Thai Education System
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Abstract

This academic paper discusses a philosophical brief, which begins with the idea of nationalism, and
mainstream education that have an impact on the Thai educational system are all covered in this scholarly
article. These concepts are frequently incorporated into textbook content to help students understand
that they are all Thai in the same manner, by enabling them to participate in the educational system, the
government and the Ministry of Education work to strengthen the peoples’ sense of Thai nationality.
Building a nation-state has the unfortunate side effect of dividing ethnic groups and, occasionally, sparking
inter-ethnic violence. Therefore, nationalism and mainstream education are in reaction to the state's need
to encourage the development of a modern Thai state. By providing education that is under its control, it
aims to emphasize to students the significance of Thainess. This is because it reinforces and shapes
individuals from all ethnic groups in the country to love, pride in, and appreciate their Thai nationality, by
concentrating on making all ethnic groups in Thailand proud of being Thai, which is an ideology that has
been taught in Thai people for a long time.

Keywords: Mainstream Education; Nationalist Ideology; Hidden Curriculum; Power Relations
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