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Abstract

This cross-sectional descriptive study aimed to compare the opinions toward cannabis,
alcohol, and cigarette use among drug users who had received addiction treatment in Phetchabun
province. The sample was 982 drug users, including 328 cannabis users, 327 alcohol drinkers, 327
cigarettes smokers. Simple random sampling was applied. The research tools were a questionnaire
and a semi-structured interview questionnaire. Reliability of the questionnaires were determined
using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and obtained the values of .87 and .84, respectively. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics and Kruskal-Wallis test.

The results showed that health impacts caused by using different substances were
significantly different (p-value<0.001). In terms of disability-adjusted life years (DALYs), alcohol
drinkers, cigarette smokers, and cannabis users had an average of 35.51 years, 8.70 years, and 0.5
years, respectively. The cost of marijuana had the highest economic impact (M=76,814.66 thai baht,
SD=76950.31), followed by alcohol (M= 12,009.55 thai baht, SD= 13183.94) and cigarettes (M=491.33
thai baht, SD=547.17). The average social impact was the highest on cigarette smokers (M=45.95,
SD=14.70), followed by alcohol drinkers (M=43.02, SD=13.93), and cannabis users (M=31.15,
SD=10.09).

Per findings, cannabis use had less effects on health and social aspect than alcohol and
tobacco use. However, it had more economical effects. Therefore, policy formulation, enforcement,

and correction measures on substance use should be done accordingly.
Keywords: Cannabis, Alcohol, Cigarettes, Phetchabun Province
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