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ABSTRACT

This current paper mainly aimed to investigate the context of public participation, the
elements related to public participation and guidelines for promoting public participation in the
conservation of aquatic natural resources. In addition, the population consisted of sub-district
headmen, village headmen and assistant village headmen of the administration in Phetchabun
province; 375 subjects were set as the samples of the study after doing multi-stage random
sampling. The study relied on a paper questionnaire and a focus group as the research tools to
collect data. Thereafter, the data was analyzed through frequency, percentage, descriptive method
and Chi-square.

The results showed the levels of public participation in the conservation of aquatic natural
resources were moderate. Meanwhile, the elements associated with public participation in the
conservation of aquatic natural resources comprised the supports from government officials,
village leaders and family members and groups of aquatic natural resources. For receiving news
and information, the resources that were related to public participation in the conservation of
aquatic natural resources were available on official letters, newsstands and village leaders; on the
other hand, the information from newspapers, television, radio, relative/neighbors and the internet
were unrelated to public participation in the conservation of aquatic natural resources.

The guidelines for promoting public participation in the conservation of aquatic natural
resources were composed of 1) raising awareness and responsibility for public property to be

cherished of aquatic natural resources, 2) providing trainings for knowledge and good understanding



()

and also arranging study trips at any successful villages to appreciate the value of aquatic natural
resources, 3) promoting and campaigning continuously to ask for cooperation from the public sector
and coordinating schools to educate the youth by inserting the knowledge in the lesson and working
with the Buddhist monks to add in the Buddha’s teachings on important holy days in order to be
aware of consuming the benefits of aquatic natural resources, 4) building leaders and setting up a
community committee to take care of the use of aquatic natural resources, 5) letting the
communities define common rules altogether to take care of the use of aquatic natural resources
and empowering the communities to be a decision maker and the state sector rather supports their
lack and excess capacity, 6) applying the philosophy of sufficiency economy into practice,
7) promoting aquaculture in households and water resources in villages, 8) providing group
discussions to brainstorm about problems, causes and solutions and jointly setting the solution to
problems in the management of aquatic natural resources, and 9) adjusting and developing water

resources to provide habitats for aquatic animals.

Keywords : Participation, Conservation Aquatic Natural Resources
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