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(a)

Research Title : Opinions of Buddhist Laymen Listening to the Vessantara

jataka.Temples in MuangCitys Area of Phetchabun Province.

Researchr : Mr.Domtharadol Anantasan

Mr.Witoon Weerasin

Progam in : Philosophy of Sufficieancy Economy for Stratey Development

Researched Year: 2016

Abstract

The study aimed to study about “Opinions of Buddhist Laymen Listening to the
Vessantarajataka: Temples in Muang City’s Area of Phetchabun Province. The purposes of the
research were 1) to study about opinions of Buddhist laymen listening to the Vessantarajataka,
and 2) to explore knowledge of art and cultural including dharmic principles in Buddhism. The
research was carried out with a survey. In spite of the author had researched and collected
information from related documents in order to analyze, synthesize, and represent a concept. In
addition, the author had used a participatory observation and an interview with Buddhist monks
and laymen about their opinions on listening to the Vessantarajataka (the Great Birth Sermon),

which was carried out with 318 samples. The research results were:

According to Buddhist laymen’s opinions, the results indicated that there were
150 males with 47.2 percent and 168 females with 52.8 percent. As resulted, most of them
partook in listening to this sermon once a year, which showed the number of 121 people with 38.1
percent. Subsequently, twice a year there were 93 people with 29.3 percent. Meanwhile, over 3
times a year it came up with 62 people with 19.5 percent. However, it showed only 3 times a year
there were 42 people with 13.2 percent. The results of their opinion on the sermon were found
that:Most of the respondents’ understanding of the Vessantarajataka was high. They

comprehended the background of the Great Birth Sermon. The sermon was appropriate to the



(3)

current situation and also able to popularize concrete culture in Buddhist laymen.How the sermon
caused concrete culture was obviously inscribing on the stone inscriptions and painting on the
wall as mural. It brought the family culture because they were harmonized as a unity. It
encouraged spiritual culture; the mind was combined with merit and luck in life. Wisdom culture
happened; it was to improve wisdom, knowledge, and entertainment. Language culture, it
produced local dialectal culture and folk wisdom maintenance. Political culture, it represented the
political government system of India. On the other hand, the illustrated government culture could
be applied to our society. Dharmic principles in daily life; Buddhist laymen’s habits and way of
life in the community were enriched. There were love, harmony, giving in charity, observing the
precepts, and practicing meditations happening in the society. As mentioned, the results of those
deeds, especially giving alms, observing the precepts, and practicing meditations, would lead the

society to happiness, harmony, and peace.
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